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BC Federation of Labour 55th Convention 
by: Patt Holmes, Regional Council 
and Human Rights Committee Member 

I want to thank both the Vancouver Human Rights Committee and the BC 
PSAC Regional Council for providing me with a subsidy to attend the 
55th BC Federation of Labour Convention in Vancouver from Nov. 26th to 
30th, 2012. This event is memorable because I had an opportunity to network 
with other union participants, hear excellent, special guest speakers, gain 

· useful and relevant information to share out and have an opportunity to speak 
and promote PSAC issues with a BC wide audience. If the readers of this 
report want details on the Convention committee reports or the Human 
Rights resolutions these can be found on line at the BC Federation of Labour 
web site. 

A day prior to the Convention I attended a half day session of the "Embrace 
Diversity" forum along with Paul Croes and Kelly Megyesi. I got to listen to 
Janelle-Ho-Shing (PSAC BC) and Tamara Marshall (TWU) address 
"How are Unions working to press employers to ensure greater diversity in 
BC workplaces". I also listened to open dialogue on: (1) How do unions do a 
better job at reflecting the diversity of our membership? and (2) How do we 
achieve more equality for our members from equity seeking groups?. 
Unions still have a lot of work to do to on equity issues of concern. 

The BC Federation of Labour Convention was energy charged with mobile 
teams campaigning for the Fed executive positions of President and Secretary
Treasurer. Jim Sinclair and Irene Lanzinger were re-elected in these leadership 
positions over Michelle Laurie and Trevor Davies. The challenge to these 
roles brought out some healthy debate and information on issues to the 
floor and at coffee and lunch. 

Jim Sinclair outlined the BC Federation's vision for the province. The vision 
"included affordable and accessible child care and post-secondary education, 
the end of privatization and contracting out, restored health care funding, 
green jobs and safe workplaces for all." There is a lot of work to be done by 
unions in BC to make this vision a reality per the debate on convention floor. 

I have been boasting to all that will listen that PSAC had one of their best 
turn outs of delegates at this convention. There were over 50 PSAC activists 
on the floor which were complimented by PSAC staff working at our information 
booths and supplying requested supports as needed to our PSAC members. 

Sargy Chima, Jennifer Ho and Patt Holmes all received one of the 3 
Vancouver Human Rights subsidies to be in attendance. I had done my 
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homework by reading all of the 11 resolutions from the Human Rights 
Committee to Convention and also the report of the Human Rights 
Committee which passed on Tuesday afternoon on the floor. Sam Wiese, 
a seasoned BC Federation of Labour activist advised the PSAC group 
of the priority of resolutions as they would come to the floor. If we wanted to 
speak on Human Rights it might be wise to get up and talk to our issues if 
they were in the human rights report. From Monday to Thursday there were no 
human rights issues from the committee that made it to convention floor. 

Resolutions: 
I was very disappointed at the low number of resolutions that were dealt 
with by Convention. I did get up and speak on the BC Fed Regional 
Conference in the North and also on the proposed Enbridge pipeline in 
violation of aboriginal human rights. I lined up at the microphones to address 
the temporary foreign workers and the Human Rights report but the questions 
were called and I did not get to speak. All of the resolutions had excellent, 
informative and good debate. Considering it ranged from 1339 to 1972 
people on the floor at any one time the fast momentum of convention was 
stimulating and exhausting at times. In a moment of lulls I got to speak with 
old friends such as Kay Sinclair, Patty Ducharme, Bob Kingston, Sharon 
Brine, Steve Houston and other trade unionists that I don't often get to hug and 
share information with. 
If you are wondering what some of the resolutions were on that made it to 
the floor they were on: bargaining in BC; fair tax system; health care; Enbridge; 
forestry; temporary foreign workers and childcare to name a few. The BC 
Federation of Labour puts out a full report of convention on their website so 
keep checking their website for full disclosure of resolutions debated. 

Special Guests: 
I enjoyed special guest speakers such as: Linda McQuaig; Tracey Phan; Adrian 
Dix; Thomas Mulcair and Ken Georgetti to name a few. Off the Convention 
floor both Kelly Megyesi, Regional Council Rep for Women spoke on a panel 
at the Monday night Women's Forum and Janelle Ha-Shing spoke on a 
Diversity panel for PSAC. Our PSAC speakers were clear, concise, informative 
and did a fabulous job of their presentations. They made me proud to be from 
PSAC. 

PSAC Visibility at Conventiof]: 
We did a great job. Our REVP, Bob Jackson spoke on the convention floor as 
did a number of other PSAC delegates. Paul Croes got his photo in colour 
in one of the daily convention news bulletins. Lee Provost and Sharon Brine, 
UNDE members were interviewed by the newspaper and mentioned in an 
article on downsizing of the Federal Government. We had a team of volunteers 
who took time to leaflet on "We Are All Affected", and the $143 million in cuts 
being implemented at the Border Services and other PSAC issues. We had 
a PSAC information table in a special room where PSAC staff and volunteers 
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promoted the PSAC and our current issues. Thanks to the BC Regional 
Council we also had an all paid lunch where the candidates running for the 
BC Federation of Labour offices could come and speak to PSAC members and 
answer any questions we may have on issues. There was a real feeling of 
PSAC solidarity at the BC Federation of Labour Convention and off the floor 
at the rally of over 1400 delegates who marched with BC's public sector 
workers from the convention hall to the Vancouver Art Gallery for a "fair deal". 

I got to practice at the BC Federation of Labour Convention: 
"We are stronger when we stand and fight together" and "What we 
desire for ourselves we also desire for others". I left convention feeling that 
as union activists we would all do our part in the upcoming May 2013 
Provincial election to elect a Government that will truly work on behalf 
of all working people in BC for a Better BC! 

In closing, "thank you" again to both the Vancouver Human Rights 
Committee and Regional Council for financially assisting a union sister from 
rural BC to be able to attend the 2012 Vancouver, BC Federation of Labour 
Convention. I learnt a lot to share with brothers and sisters of the 
North and other parts of BC. I was charged $18.00 extra baggage fees by Air 
Canada to bring Convention materials home! These documents will be shared 
March 9th/13 at our International Women's Day AGM meeting and May 2013 
Regional Women's Conference. 

Patt Holmes 
RWC Chair North & Human Rights Activist 
BC Regional Council Rep North East 
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    Community Event 
 

Nathan Cullen, Member of Parliament, Skeena–Bulkley Valley 
House Leader of the Official Opposition 

Media: 250-877-4140 (riding)  •  613-993-6654 (Ottawa)  •  media@nathancullen.ca 

. 
 

FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2013 
 

 
 

New Projects, New Challenges, New Opportunities 

Renewal Northwest tour seeks to balance resource jobs and community values 
 
Tens of billions of dollars in resource project investment is expected in Northwest BC by 
2020.  This presents extraordinary opportunities and some big challenges, too. 
 
Communities must be a key part of the discussion if resource projects are to gain social 
license to proceed. 
 
How do we: 

 define and evaluate the key factors that make a project good for the Northwest? 

 influence which projects go ahead?  

 create sustainable rather than boom/bust economies? 

 ensure area residents benefit from responsible development? 

 
Please join us to discuss these important issues.   Everyone is welcome.  Evenings co-
hosted by MP Nathan Cullen and community partners, and include Prince Rupert, 
Kitimat, Terrace, Prince George, Fort St. James, Burns Lake and Smithers. 
 
Renewal Northwest is a communities-based initiative to develop a sustainable economy 
in the Northwest that is supported by residents; it was launched by Cullen in May 2009.   
 
Please call 1-888-622-0212 or visit our website (Renewal Northwest tab) for updates.  
 
Events (all 7-9pm) 

Prince Rupert: Sunday, Feb. 17, NWCC 

Kitimat: Monday, Feb. 18, Royal Canadian Legion 

Terrace: Tuesday, Feb. 19, Elks Hall 

Prince George: Monday, March 11, UNBC WinterGarden 

Fort St. James: Tuesday, March 12, CNC 

Burns Lake: Wednesday, March 13, CNC 

Smithers: Thursday, March 14, NWCC Gathering Place 
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Terrace Community 
Workshop

Kalum Land and 

Resource 

Plan Implementation 

Committee 

 
 

Wednesday February 6th, 2013, 6:00PM to 9:00PM 
Skeena room, Best Western Terrace Inn 

 
 
Purpose of workshop:  provide specific feedback on the attached strategic action plan; will the 
recommendations in the plan address the issue and needs, or has something been missed?   
 
Homework before the meeting is required – you must read the attached and be able to provide constructive 
feedback at the meeting.   
 
Time Topic Who and/or format 

5:30 Doors open, light dinner available - 

6:00 Welcome, acknowledge territory, introductions, review agenda Robert Hart 

6:10 Overview of HFHC initiative, and draft Strategic Action Plan Bill Bourgeois 

6:30 Focus of input for the evening – where do people want to focus their efforts? 

 Vision, long term goals 

 Phase 1 (0-5 year) strategic actions and 3 goals 

 Appendix 1 specific recommendations 

Robert Hart 

7:00 Phase 1 strategic actions and 3 goals 

 Will it address the issue/your concerns?  Has something been missed? 

Plenary 

7:45 Coffee break  

8:00 Appendix 1 specific recommendations 

 Will it address the issue/your concerns?  Has something been missed? 

 

8:45 Summary, next steps, closing comments Bill Bourgeois 

9:00 Adjourn  

  

www.bcforestconversation.com | info@bcforestconversation.com  
 

Facebook “BC Forest Conversation” | Twitter @healthyforests 
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Equity Coordinator Reports
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 � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � �
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Kelly Megyesi

BC

Women’s

Coordinator

Report

November 2012 to

March 2013

Special Moments  

Nelson AGM/ able to persuade local from folding March 2013
WFA strategy to show "We Care" developed at district meeting March 2013
Being thanked for my contribution National Women's meetings Dec. 2012

Challenges 
Problems with support on BC Regional Women's Conference
WFA issues
Suspension of BC Regional Member activist

Activism
ASPAR St John's Dignity for All Toxic Oil, Idle no More,
Azza Hilal Ahmad Suleiman still-waiting-for-justice,  etc

Training/Education
Webinar – Amnesty Have a Heart  
Web training – Aboriginal Awareness (Career College)
Restorative Justice – Community AGM and Circle
Aboriginal Panel – Ottawa – Human Rights Meetings

 www.fncaringsociety.com/have-a-heart

Leadership Summit – December 2012.  Asked to speak in one of the workshops.  It
was a well organized event and a great opportunity to learn and network.

National Human Rights Meetings – Hard work but again very important for identifying 
issues and solutions for the equity groups.  The women's committee developed the 
National Conference theme – "Telling our Story”.  We are looking forward to being 
a part of the November 2013 National Human Rights Conference.

BC Fed Convention – Assisted with registration.  Spoke on a Women's evening panel
on Work Force Adjustment and the effects on women. 

Events
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Organized a “We Are All Affected Session” – over 75 participants for a 1 day workshop on 
Workplace Bullying, Building Community, & We Are All Affected.  Hosted by 
PSAC Okanagan .  

BC Women's Regional Conference – "PSAC Women Hold More than Half the Sky" 
May 3-5, 2013.  Committee is hard at work.  Special thank you to Heather Dudoward for
agreeing to join our committee and help us develop our aboriginal theme.  We encourage 
you to spread the word as we are looking for a strong application base to develop new 
activist and further develop our current activists. Bringing in members through the women's
program is very important for our future and we are looking to regional council to play
a key role in promoting the conference. 

International Women's Day – attended events in Vancouver and Prince George as well 
as organizing sponsorship for events in Penticton, Kelowna, & Vernon.  Enjoyed meeting
the North Women's Committee and after listening to amazing speakers spent the day 
participating in their AGM, working with them on the upcoming Women's conference and
later touring the University of Prince George (including the women's centre and aboriginal
centr)e.  Thank you to Cheryl Oenema for the Vancouver invitation and Patt Holmes for
the  Pr ince George inv i ta t ion

 As part of our WAAA workshop planning  a number of meetings between local unions were
set-up. With Maria-Luiza Romano (PSAC Okanagan Human Rights) & myself we met
with many different unions - CUPW, CEIU, BCGEU, HEU, COPE, AGRU, UTE, UNE.

h t t p : / / p s a c b c . c o m / a r e a - c o u n c i l s / p h o t o s - w e - a r e - a l l - a f f e c t e d - e v e n t - v e r n o n

http://psacbc.com/psac-bc-regional-womens-conference-may-3-5-2013

.  h t t p : / / w w w. p s a c . c o m / n e w s / 2 0 1 3 / w h a t / 2 0 1 3 0 3 0 7 - e . s h t m l

Respectfully submitted

Projects

Interesting

Community

Upcoming in the Spring

Amnesty – Annual letter writing campaign
Alternative Gift Fair

thAt a family friend's 100  birthday in March – she became one of 5823 Canadians in the 
100 & over club.  It was interesting to note 83% are women !!

  

Regional Committee Best Practices Discussion & Workshop 
Component President's Conference
Atlantic Women's Conference
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Activities Since the Last B.C. Regional Council Meeting

Activity Scheduled in the Near 
Future
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